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Coming Events 


A calendar of the more important national 
meetings of church organizations, so far as 
known to the BULLETIN, is published monthly 
in this column. 


GENERAL SyNoD, REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA 
JAD Dai i eIN el Mieco cee ee ee ee June 4, 1942 


ANNUAL CONFERENCE CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
Richmond), Vacs sere June 10-16, 1942 


GENERAL COUNCIL OF CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN 
CHURCHES 


Dusbam, Ne Hie. ee ee June 18-25, 1942 


FEDERAL CoUNCIL OF CHURCHES, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
INGwaVorlc) Nyon eee une. LO; erode 


NationaL Baptist SuNDAY ScHooL AND B, T. U. Con- 
GRESS OF AMERICA 


tA tential yi Gace cee ee ee eee ee June 23-28, 1942 


GENERAL SYNOD, EVANGELICAL sAND REFORMED CHURCH 
Cincinnati, Ohio —7-... June 24-July 1, 1942 


Inter-Counci, STAFF CONFERENCE 
Williams Bay, Wisconsin.................. June 28, 29, 1942 


ASSOCIATION OF COUNCIL SECRETARIES 
Williams Bay, Wisconsin............ June 30-July 3, 1942 


INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST’ 
Grand Rapids, Mich............... July 28-August 2, 1942 


SEVENTH Day Baptist GENERAL CONFERENCE 
Salem), \Wit Vale 22 ees August 18-23, 1942 


NationaL Bartist Convention, U. S. A., Inc. 
Memphis, Tenn........................... September 8-13, 1942 


FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, BIENNIAL MEETING 
Columbus) Ohio pases. October 27-29, 1942 


CHRISTIAN WorLD Mission CONVOCATION 
Cleveland, Ohio ........................ December 6-10, 1942 
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Prayer for the Nation 

Eternal God, the Father of all mankind, and 
the sure defense of those who are sore beset, re- 
member in mercy, we beseech Thee, our country 
now involved in war. Give wisdom to our coun- 
sellors; and courage and endurance to our 
soldiers, sailors and airmen, and all who guard 
our shores. Look in compassion on those imme- 
diately exposed to danger and hardship—all who 
are embattled and imprisoned; all who wander 
sad-hearted and alone; all whose homes have 
been left unto them desolate. Vouchsafe unto 
us all that courage that shall enable us to live 
through anxious days and troubled nights. And 
grant that, when the current conflict of the na- 
tions is over-passed, there may be in us a mind 
forgetful of past ill-will, a heart of love for all 
true spirits, and a disposition to find a way of 
living that shall last forever. Through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


Harold Benner Kerschner 


Too Much Money? 


The total income of the American people in 
1941 was 91 billion dollars and will probably 
amount to about 110 billion dollars in 1942. 
Average weekly earnings in all manufactures 
have increased in round figures from $25 to $35 
from February 1940 to February 1942, accord- 
ing to the latest reports available from the 
- Bureau of Labor Statistics. The cost of living 


generally is estimated by the Office of Price Ad- 
ministration to have increased only 15 percent 
in approximately the same period. 


Recently the Compton Advertising Agency 
issued a study analyzing these estimates. They 
show a considerable shift in potential spending 
power. After deducting average living costs 
and estimated taxes, there will be left a huge 
increase in the margin of “optional spending 
power.” This will be in the hands of a large 
proportion of American people in the low and 
moderate income brackets, the people who are 
the backbone of our church support. 

The government, estimating that purchasing 
power will be far in excess of the goods pro- 
duced, fears inflation and is considering addi- 
tional taxation and compulsory savings pro- 
grams. 

What a challenge to the churches to provide 
adequate education in stewardship! Do our 
people comprehend the unprecedented needs 
and opportunities for the forces of religion to- 
day? Are they sensitive to the cries from the 
suffering and lonely in many lands whom the 
churches can help? Millions of American Chris- 
tians are now in a position to demonstrate their 
belief that in this crisis, more than ever, religion 
is the answer. The churches must therefore as- 
sert a claim to a substantial portion of the “op- 
tional spending power.” : 
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A United Front 

The recently enthroned Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, Dr. William Temple, in his first radio 
address to America in this capacity spoke on the 
duty of the Church in the world today. Two 
paragraphs of that address might well stand as 
the theme of the ecumenical movement: 

“Our first duty as Christians is, I am sure, to 
make evident to the world our unity in Christ 
as something far greater than our difference of 
interpretation. The difference between those to 
whom Jesus Christ is Lord and all others is far 
greater than any difference which can arise be- 
tween His disciples. But we have presented an 
appearance to the world which has made the 
people outside the churches far more aware of 
our differences than of our unity. 

“For that we ought to repent with bitter 
shame. It has weakened our weakness and 
hindered the work of Christ through His Church. 
There is now an abundance of evidence to show 
that there is a great public ready to listen to 
what we say together, who do not pay any at- 
tention while we say it in separation. And this 
is what we ought to expect, for in His prayer be- 
fore the passion, Christ prayed for His disciples 
that they may be one, that the world may be- 
lieve.” 

In the light of these considerations, the state- 
ment appearing on page 12, concerning the 
United Church Canvass merits the careful at- 
tention of all local councils of churches and min- 
isterial associations. In this day of mass con- 
certed movements and drives the forces of re- 
ligion must make impressive demonstrations if 
they are to arrest attention and convince the 
community of the importance of its spiritual 
foundations. Appeals for many important en- 
terprises are carried to our people with the most 
ingenious techniques, utilizing the press, the 
radio and carefully devised community organi- 
zation. But religion, the paramount value in 
the community, is not making the impact it 
should make. 

Such considerations have led the churches of 
a few communities to codrdinate their resources 
and thus to challenge the community more ef- 
fectively. ‘These efforts have had a salutary 
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effect on the people both inside and outside the 
churches. Moreover, they have produced more 
adequate financial resources for the institutions 
of religion. Observing these results, the national 
executive officers of some of the strongest de- 
nominations have agreed that these successful 
experiences should be multiplied across the 
country. Then local canvasses can be given na- 
tional support in sponsorship and publicity, 
thereby enhancing the significance of the local 
church. 

If the practice becomes fairly general at a 


‘certain period in the year, or even perhaps at 


two periods, the calendar of national appeals can 
probably be cleared to make way for the 
churches. The Red Cross, the U.S.O., United 
China Relief and the community chests have 
this year agreed upon a schedule, eliminating 
overlapping and competition in appeals. Some 
communities have not found it advisable to fol- 
low the national schedule; but compliance has 
been sufficiently general to warrant national 
publicity to support the local campaigns. The 
same should be possible for the churches. How- 
ever, even if the number of local United Church 
Canvasses should not justify an impressive cam- 
paign this year, the increased effectiveness of 
local promotion more than compensates for the 
adjustments that some congregations will have 
to make in order to codperate in the united cam- 
paign. 

It must be emphasized that a congregation 
does not surrender its autonomy at any point. 
It continues to make its own budget and to raise 
it itself by its own canvassers. The United 
Church Canvass has no control over the indi- 
vidual church. The point is that by a united 
canvass the forces of religion make a greater im- 
pression on the community and _ thereby. 
strengthen its spiritual life and increase the sup- 
port of the churches. 

The churches need this and so does America. 
Unless the churches are kept strong, the founda- 
tions of sound government, of philanthropy and 
of all humanitarian social welfare enterprises 
will deteriorate. The American public needs to 
be reminded of this fact especially in a day of 
national emergency. 
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(1842-1942 


Exactly one hundred years ago Lord Tenny- 
son published the poem ‘‘Locksiey Hall,” con- 
taining these oft-quoted lines: 

“For I dipt into the future, far as human eye could see, 

Saw the vision of the world, and all the wonder that would be; 


“Saw the heavens fill with commerce, argosies of magic sails, 
Pilots of the purple twilight, dropping down with costly bales; 


“Heard the heavens fill with shouting, and there rained a 
ghastly dew 
From the nations’ airy navies, grappling in the central blue, 


“Far along the world-wide whisper of the south-wind rushing 
warm, 

With the standards of the peoples plunging thro’ the thunder 
storm ; 


“Till the war-drum throbbed no longer, and the battle-flags 
were furl’d 
In the Parliament of man, the Federation of the world.” 


In part, the poem has proved an all-too-true 
prophecy of our own time. “The nations’ airy 
navies grappling in the central blue” are no 
longer figments of the imagination but the most 
literal reality. 

Another part of Tennyson’s vision is still un- 
fulfilled—his prophecy of the coming ‘‘Parlia- 
ment of man, the Federation of the world.” A 
century ago, however, this could hardly have 
seemed more visionary than man’s conquest of 
the air. 

In 1942, when a universal war in the air has 
become a sober fact, the “federation of the 
world” is no longer thought of as a mere fancy 
of Utopian poetry. It is actually being consid- 
ered as the only sound political strategy. Man- 
kind has seen the political community enlarge 
from the family to the village, from the village 
or city to the state, from the state to a federated 
nation. Why not from the nation to the world? 
The need of a measure of government embrac- 
ing mankind is now as necessary —in this 
shrunken world—as a government embracing a 
nation was necessary a hundred years ago. 

One of the chief conclusions of the Study Con- 
ference on the Bases of a Just and Durable 
Peace, held at Delaware, Ohio, in March, was 
the necessity for sufficient international govern- 
ment to supervise those functions—like the 
maintenance of international order and the in- 
ternational exchange of goods—which can no 
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longer be handled on a merely national basis. 
Some degree of “federation of the world” has 
become a practical necessity as well as an ex- 
pression of the unity of mankind as one family 
under God. 


Keeping Sane In War-Time 

“The psychological dangers which threaten 
us in a time of crisis are fatigue, fear, unwise 
habits of living, excitement, anger, discourage- 
ment, pessimism, and conflicts occurring in the 
subconscious mind between the ideals of civili- 
zation and the realities of war.” So writes Wil- 
liam B. Terhune M.D., in a pamphlet entitled 
“Personal Application of Mental Hygiene in 
War Time.”* Dr. Terhune is President of the 
Connecticut Society for Mental Hygiene and 
Medical Director of the Silver Hill Foundation 
for Treatment of the Psychoneuroses, New 
Canaan, Conn. 

There is certainly for everyone in these days 
the problem of “personal mental hygiene” as 
Dr. Terhune analyzes it. His pamphlet makes 
concrete and practical suggestions in reference 
to each of the dangers he lists above. We in- 
clude comments on only one of these. 

“Many of us are trying to rationalize this 
situation and believe that war is right; such dis- 
torted thinking does not make for mental health. 
This mental conflict, usually unconscious, is up- 
setting our people more than they know. So, 
as in the case of all nervously upsetting mental 
conflicts, let us face it honestly. .. . We must 
accept it, live with it, and believing in the ulti- 
mate strength of mankind expect that we will 
individually and collectively recover. To do this 
our lives must be simplified.” 

These dangers to mental health are not. pri- 
marily found in those in military or similar serv- 
ice, who “have made their decision” and “are 
satisfied that they are doing their job.” It is the 
others who are in danger, especially “many mid- 
dle-aged people” who “are now being carried 
along by an exuberance of excitement which 
they mistakenly call patriotism and which is 
really an attempt to regain their lost youth.” 
The whole pamphlet is extremely suggestive. 


* Available for ten cents from the Commission on Religion 
and Health, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York. 
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The Churches, the USO and the YMCA 


requests have come to the Federal Council of 

Churches and the Christian Commission for Camp 
and Defense Communities, appointed by the Federal 
Council and the Home Missions Council, for a clarifica- 
tion of the relationships between the Protestant churches 
and the YMCA in the USO program. 

The national officials of the YMCA invited representa- 
tives of the Federal Council and the Christian Com- 
mission for Camp and Defense Communities to join in an 
unhurried consultation on the subject on April 16 and 
again on April 30. 

In the consultation, the representatives of the Federal 
Council suggested that the churches would welcome a 
statement from the YMCA as to its understanding of its 
relation to the Protestant churches in the USO program. 
In response to this request, officials of the YMCA have 
drafted the following statement, which was approved by 
the National Board of the YMCA on May 16: 

“The Young Men’s Christian Association, which had 
its birth in the evangelical revival of the early nineteenth 
century and has continued to find its sustaining life in 
the Protestant churches, has as its traditional policy 
service to men, young men and boys without regard to 
race, color or creed. The YMCA reaffirms this policy. 

“In the present emergency the YMCA is serving with 
five other organizations in the USO with the purpose of 
ministering to the religious, social and recreational needs 
of the men of our armed services, especially in commu- 
nities where it is necessary to supplement existing fa- 
cilities and leadership because of the burdens thrown upon 
them by new concentrations of men in uniform. In this 
task the YMCA is cooperating to the full with the other 
organizations in the USO, Catholic, Jewish and Protes- 
tant. The YMCA believes that this experience of inter- 
faith codperation has meant much and will mean more in 
the fight to preserve democracy and increase its sig- 
nificance. 

“Without in any way limiting this policy but as an 
important means of carrying it out, the YMCA stands 
ready to be used by, and equally desires to act with 
and for the Protestant churches (to the extent that they 
desire it to do so) in service to the men of the armed 
forces through the USO. 

“With a view to making the codperation between the 
churches and the YMCA in the USO effective on the basis 
of the foregoing statement the following procedures have 
been agreed upon in consultation with the representatives 
of the Federal Council of Churches and the Christian 
Commission for Camp and Defense Communities: 


| ee many denominational agencies and leaders 


“1. The National Board of the YMCA through its 
officers, invites the Christian Commission for Camp 
and Defense Communities to nominate representative 
church leaders whom it will appoint as members of its 
Army and Navy Committee. (This Committee is re- 
sponsible for the policy, program and personnel of the 
YMCA in the USO.) 

“(2 Since the field conferences of representatives of 
the churches, the chaplains and the USO workers have 
proved to be so helpful, the National Board of the 
YMCA stands ready to increase the codperation it has 
given to the Christian Commission for Camp and De- 
fense Communities in arranging these conferences. It 
will add to its staff one or more workers, who will col- 
laborate with the Commission in maintaining these 
and other forms of consultation and collaboration. 

“3, The Army and Navy Committee of the YMCA 
makes the development of close codperative relations 
with the churches and chaplains a specific responsibil- 
ity of each USO-YMCA director. As an aid toward 
making the best practice in this respect the common 
practice, descriptive manuals of suggestions will be 
published from time to time. Special attention will be 
given to such forms of codperation as the following: 

a. Definite efforts to relate service men to churches 
of their own or similar denominations in the com- 
munity. 

b. The enlistment of a group of local ministers who 
can be called upon for personal counseling with 
soldiers and sailors as the need arises. 

“4, While in the YMCA boards of management are 
composed almost entirely of laymen, YMCA-operated 
USO clubs are encouraged to include representative 
ministers in their boards, and most of them have done 
so. Where church federations or ministerial associa- 
tions exist, they should be asked to nominate those 
who are to represent them on the USO-YMCA board. 
USO-YMCA directors will be encouraged to accept 
membership in such church federations or ministerial 
associations when invited to do so. 

“5. The Army and Navy Committee of the YMCA 
will gladly collaborate with the Christian Commission 
for Camp and Defense Communities in formulating 
suggestions which may be helpful to USO-YMCA 
workers, officers of church federations and ministerial 
associations, and other local church leaders and groups 
in their ministry to men in uniform. In this ministry 
the YMCA 


a. Recognizes the primary responsibility of the 
churches for the spiritual care and guidance of the 
men, 

b. Reiterates its purpose as a world-wide fellowship 
of men and boys to aid in developing Christian 
personality and in building a Christian society, 

c. Reaffirms the basic policy of the YMCA to be of 
service to the Christian Church, and 

d. Recognizes that the YMCA and the other agencies 
in the USO can achieve their purpose of ‘serving 
religious, spiritual, welfare and educational needs 
of the men’ only with guidance and support from 
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the Protestant, Catholic and Jewish communities 
of which they are part.” 
On May 15 the Federal Council’s Executive Com- 
mittee voted to 
1. Express warm appreciation of the statement 
made by the YMCA concerning its relationships with 
the Protestant churches in the USO program. 
2. Commend the concrete suggestions concerning 
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procedures for making the codperation of the USO- 
YMCA units and the churches effective in local com- 
munities. 

3. Instruct the staff of the Federal Council to call 
attention of the churches to the statement of the 
YMCA and to urge the churches to give favorable con- 
sideration to the concrete suggestions concerning co- 
operation. 


Frank Goodman and Religious Broadcasting 


Frank C. Goodman, Executive Secretary of the 
Department of National Religious Radio, met at 
luncheon at the National Arts Club, New York, to pay 
tribute to Mr. Goodwin’s unique service to the Church 
through his development of religious broadcasting. 
The day on which the tribute was paid to Mr. Good- 


QO: April 24 about fifty friends and colleagues of 


~ man was the twenty-fifth anniversary of what he calls his 


“spiritual birthday.” It was on April 24, 1917, that Mr. 
Goodman, as a result of hearing Billy Sunday speak upon 
the text “He that winneth souls is wise,” committed him- 
self to the Christian life and to Christian service. 

In 1923, in connection with his work for the Greater 
New York Federation of Churches, Mr. Goodman was 
responsible for the first religious broadcast under inter- 
denominational auspices. During the subsequent nineteen 
years he has devoted all his experience and his energy to 
the utilizing of radio for the proclamation of the Chris- 
tian message. 

A volume of letters was presented to Mr. Goodman 
by Dr. Walter W. Van Kirk, commentator for the radio 
program “Religion in the News,” in behalf of the Federal 
Council’s staff. It contained letters and greetings from 
a host of friends. 

A sonnet for the occasion was written by Dr. William 
Hiram Foulkes, former Moderator of the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A., and well 
known for his radio program, ‘“Homespun.”’ The sonnet 
is as follows: 


“THE LIVING VOICE” 


A Sonnet Inscribed to 
Frank C. Goodman 


Your Silver Jubilee is ringing ’round 
The world! Vast throngs who have not heard your name, 
Yet by your skill and toil are blest; the same 
Is true of those who in this book resound 
Your praise: Religious Radio has found 
A Pioneer and Master-mind; you came 
To serve the people without greed for fame, 
If only praise to Him might full abound, 
Like one of old, on your Damascus way, 
You saw a bright light, heard a sov’reign Voice, 
And answered: “Lord, what wilt Thou have me do?” 
From that time forth, the Voice has had rich sway; 
Unnumbered hosts unconsciously rejoice 
To hear that living Voice, because of you. 
In behalf of those who use the facilities of the Na- 


tional Broadcasting Company and the Blue Network, 


Inc., Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick, radio speaker for “Na- 
tional Vespers,” pointed out the unprecedented contribu- 
tion which Mr. Goodman has made to Christian work by 
his devotion and skill in securing radio facilities for the 
proclamation of Christian truth to great numbers of peo- 
ple who do not attend the regular services of the churches. 

The present program for which Mr. Goodman is re- 
sponsible includes two messages each Sunday and one 
message each weekday over the facilities of either the 
National Broadcasting Company or the Blue Network, 
Inc. He is also responsible for collaboration with the 
Mutual System in developing the “Radio Chapel,” which 
is a weekly offering with a different speaker each Sun- 
day. Mr. Goodman has also enlisted the codperation of 
the Mutual System in broadcasting America’s Prayer 
Minute over its network each evening at six o’clock. 

The summer schedule, beginning June 1, is as follows: 
Sundays— 


Dr. Frederick K. Stamm, in “High Lights of the 
Bible,” 10:00 A.M., over WEAF and the NBC Net- 
work 

Dr. Paul E. Scherer, in “Sunday Vespers,” at 4:00 

} P.M., over WJZ and Blue Network 
Mondays— 

Dr. Alvin E. Magary, in ‘‘Common Sense and Senti- 

ment,” 1:30 P.M., over WJZ and Blue Network 
Tuesdays— 

Dr. Joseph R. Sizoo, in “Living in a World at War,” 

1:30 P.M., over WJZ and Blue Network 
Wednesdays— 

Miss Edith E. Lowry, in “Women in a Changing 

World,” 1:30 P.M., over WJZ and Blue Network 
Thursdays— 

Dr. L. Wendell Fifield, in ‘“Your Life in a Warring 

World,” 1:30 P.M., over WJZ and Blue Network 
Fridays— 

Dr. Leslie B. Moss, in “This World of Ours,” 1:30 

P.M., over WJZ and Blue Network 
Saturdays— 
Dr. Norman V. Peale, in “The Art of Living,” 6:30 
P.M., over WJZ and Blue Network 

' Later in the summer Dr. Allen E. Claxton will be 
heard on Tuesdays on “Building Morale’; Dr. Luther 
Wesley Smith on Wednesdays, on “Christian Teaching 
and Our Nation’s Morals”; Dr. Earl F. Adams on Thurs- 
days on “Christian World Service Today,” and Dr. 
Francis C. Stifler on ‘“Everyman’s Book”; Dr. Arthur H. 
Limouze on Fridays, on ‘““The Supreme Stewardship.” 
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Christian Unity in a Village 


By LEE S. HILL 
Minister, The Presbyterian Church, McGraw, N.Y. 


Protestant churches. The history of these churches 

has been one of friendly relationships, although at 
times some difficulties and misunderstandings have arisen 
through the years. The three ministers have made their 
own friendship very real and strong as a first step toward 
leading their congregations into this same friendship. 
Upon this basis the McGraw Community Council of 
Churches was organized for the purpose of ‘Advancing 
the cause of Christ in our community in those ways 
wherein it is better to present a united front than to 
work individually.” The Council consists of a commit- 
tee of 18 people made up of the minister and 5 laymen 
from each of the churches. Through this committee a 
whole year’s program of united work has been planned. 
The united program resulting has strengthened each of 
the individual churches and has commanded more re- 
spect and attention from the community as a whole. 
Illustrations of the work accomplished include the fol- 
lowing: 
Weekday Religious Education— 

This matter was discussed by the Council. Plans were 
carefully formulated concerning teachers, curriculum, 
etc. These were brought before the local school of- 
ficials, who adopted the program without hesitation be- 
cause it was presented by the people of God co- 
operating through the Council of Churches in the com- 
munity and not by a single denominational unit. The 
instruction is given in all eight grades so that a child 
receiving the work each year will grow in his knowl- 
edge of the Christian religion much as he grows in his 
knowledge of arithmetic and the other standard sub- 
jects. The courses begin in September with the open- 
ing of public school. In addition to the work in the 
village, the weekday courses are taken to the surround- 
ing rural schools, for the Council realizes that some 
day a large number of the farm children will be living 
in the village. 

Vacation Schools— 

Every summer the enthusiasm of this teaching car- 
ries over into the Daily Vacation Bible School. This is 
also sponsored by the Council and is arranged to open 
the following Monday after public school closes. The 
large attendance and interest on the part of the chil- 
dren has made this one of the Council’s most impor- 
tant functions. 

Leadership Training— 
For the five Thursday evenings of October the in- 


[: the village of McGraw, N. Y., there are three 


dividual churches omit their midweek services and 
the Council sponsors a Community School of Religion. 
The standard leadership training courses are taught so 
that the leaders who are going to be needed in their 
own churches can have this opportunity for instruc- 
tion. A Union Prayer Service is held on each of these 
evenings for those not interested in leadership training. 
Preaching Mission— 

At the conclusion of the Community School of Re- 
ligion a Preaching Mission is arranged during the first 
week of November. Preceding its .launching the 
streets of the community are carefully organized and 
people from the churches personally call at every home 
in the village with an invitation to attend the Mission. 
It has been found that. the Leadership School and the 
Preaching Mission get the churches off to a good start 
on their fall and winter programs. 

Community Services— 

Since none of the churches holds a regular. Sunday 
evening service, the Council conducts a Community 
Service for all of the important days in the church and 
national calendar, such as Christmas, Easter, Thanks- 
giving and the like. Thus in nearly every month there 
is at least one service planned by the Council. The 
response on the part of the people has been very 
gratifying. Offerings taken at these services have pro- 
vided enough money to finance the united work of the 
Council. 

Lenten Services— 

The Council offers a complete program for Lent. 
The village is divided into six smaller neighborhoods. 
On every Thursday evening during Lent a Worship 
Service is held in each of the smaller neighborhoods. 
Three of these services are led by ministers and three 
by laymen. They meet in homes. We have found it not 
at all unusual to have a total attendance for the evening 
three times as large as the attendance previously at 
the separate prayer meetings. 

Union Young People’s Meeting— 

Union Young People’s Services, followed by a Com- 
munity Worship Service, are held on each of the Sun- 
day evenings during Lent. This season is climaxed 
with Holy Week Services and a Village Communion 


Service. Normally one program during Holy Week — 


includes a musical or dramatic service. In one of the 


worst blizzards of the year on Good Friday 225 people — 
packed a local church to hear the community choir 


sing Stainer’s “Crucifixion.” 


——— a 


ee 
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The strength of this organization rests on friendliness 


_and the full codperation of the participating churches. 
It provides a plan for their united work. Whenever some 


one has an idea which will help the religious interests of 
the community there is a strong organization where the 
idea can be presented and discussed. Thus we become 
united spiritually and present a united Christian front to 
those who live in our community. But we are not united 
physically nor economically. The budgets of our churches 
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remain the same. 

The most convincing thing about the whole program is 
that the strong united program has increased the strength 
of the individual churches. We are separate in the prac- 
tical mechanics of running our individual churches; but 
in the things which are of vital importance for the ad- 
vancement of the Kingdom of God, we have made the 
words of the old hymn a living reality in our midst: ‘““We 
are not divided, all one body we.” 


Some Responsibilities of Christian Citizens 


A Siatement adopted by the Executive Committee of the 
Federal Council on May 15 


of hardship and sacrifice we appeal to all Christian 

people to practice the spirit of self-denial. Our young 
men are entering our armed forces to fight for an oppor- 
tunity to build a better civilization. They are prepared 
to lay down their lives in order that our cherished ideals 
of freedom and democracy may not be crushed but af- 
forded the chance for fuller realization. We can be 
worthy of their sacrifice only as we ourselves manifest 
a similar spirit. 

When other men are offering their lives we must at 
least offer our substance. Every Christian citizen should 
recognize a personal summons to give, on a truly sac- 
rificial level, for the alleviation of the vast suffering aris- 
ing from the war and for the maintenance of the great en- 
terprises of mercy and relief which are now needed as 


I: this hour when our youth are being called to a life 


never before. 

We call upon Christian citizens to take their full part 
in the governmental plans for distributing the limited 
supply of consumers’ goods in such a way as shall be 
just to all. We should count it a privilege to share in 
such self-denials as are required by the rationing of sugar, 
rubber, gasoline and other commodities. We should re- 
pudiate hoarding as unfair to one’s neighbors; breeding 
resentment and disunity. When a citizen pays more than 
the ceiling price for something that is scarce, because he 
wants it and has the money to pay for it, he connives in a 
“black market” and undermines the integrity of the com- 
munity. The discipline involved in the rationing program 
will contribute to the moral and spiritual welfare of the 
nation if it is accepted generally and cheerfully. 

We urge Christian citizens to accept ungrudgingly the 
greatly increased taxation which is necessary. We can- 
not desire that a needless financial burden shall be left 
to future generations. Moreover, the economic health of 
the nation requires us to avoid the disastrous inflation 
which would result from a blind postponement of the 
major cost of the war. 


We appeal to Christian citizens to effect serious sav- 
ings in personal expenditure in order to invest the sav- 
ings in government bonds or to make sacrificial gifts for 
the alleviation of the vast suffering resulting from the 
war. We do not ask churches to engage in the selling 
of bonds; we do ask Christians as citizens to recognize 
that at a time when the supply of goods for private con- 
sumption is sharply curtailed, a curtailment of demand 
for the available supply is necessary in order to avoid in- 
flation. Every dollar that is used for the purchase of 
bonds or for sacrificial gifts to wartime ministries instead 
of for consumers’ goods is a contribution to the avoidance 
of such inflation. 

We believe that a free people, acting in voluntary vo- 
operation, can carry through a great national effort even 
more effectively than a totalitarian state can do through 
coercion. We now have the opportunity to justify this 
confidence in our democratic way of life. 


Camp Missions Planned 
The Department of Evangelism has planned addi- 
tional preaching missions for the month of June at Camp 
Claiborne, Louisiana, June 8-12 and the Norfolk Naval 
Base in Virginia, June 22-26. Preliminary discussion in- 
dicates the probability of a Mission in the early future at 
Camp Shelby, Miss. 


Flag Day, June 14 


President Roosevelt’s proclamation of Flag Day 
stresses a broadening of its significance this year to in- 
clude recognition of the flags of all 26 United Nations. 
The Office of Civilian Defense is preparing a manual for 
the use of local defense councils and other community 
groups in preparation for the observance. Other special 
materials are being prepared, including dramatic scripts, 
local radio scripts and suggestions for pageants and meet- 
ings. 
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The Churches and National Fiscal Policy 


1942, to the Ways and Means Committee of the 

House of Representatives that legislation be en- 
acted: first, to limit tax free bequests for charity, educa- 
tion and religion to a specified percentage of an estate; 
second, to limit tax free transfers by an individual after 
age 65 to any one beneficiary to a specified percentage; 
and, third, to tax the income derived from a trade or 
business owned or operated by a charitable or educational 
corporation. 

These proposals received very little publicity, and those 
likely to be affected by them generally knew nothing 
about them for some weeks. At the public hearings con- 
ducted by the House Ways and Means Committee, none 
of the persons appearing, with apparently one exception, 
made any statement regarding them. Only after public 
hearings were closed did extensive discussion of the pro- 
posals begin in educational and religious circles. 

Many officers of hospitals, churches and the privately 
supported colleges have now made known their opposition 
to these recommendations. One argument runs that the 
recommendation regarding inheritance taxes would de- 
part from long-established practices that encourage per- 
sonal initiative in the support of organized religion and 
of voluntary social and educational activities. The legal 
tradition of the United States, it is also contended, has 
been to exempt from taxation the income from business 
enterprises conducted by educational, charitable and re- 
ligious organizations: because of the use made of the in- 
come in furthering the purposes of such organizations. 

A layman who is an official of one of the largest re- 
ligious bodies constituent to the Federal Council has 
made a reasonable statement .to members of the House 
Ways and Means Committee, which we here summarize. 
He asks that any proposal to tax, or in any way diminish, 
the income of religious organizations should be examined 
by Congress with the utmost care. Religion, to be free, 
must have voluntary support. Both federal and state gov- 
ernments have encouraged such support by liberal ex- 
emption from taxation. This layman is “particularly 
anxious” that suggestions of a limitation of exemption of 
bequests to religion, education and charity from inherit- 
ance taxes “be carefully scrutinized.” He believes that 
such estates may well go to efficiently and democratically 
managed religious, educational and charitable organiza- 
tions without limitation as to exemption. His final word 
is that he trusts that the war needs of today will not cause 
Congress to take action which it might be unwise to per- 
petuate. 

As this is written, there is as yet no 1942 revenue bill, 
and no vote has been taken by the House Ways and 
Means Committee on the proposals. However, the 1942 


Tine io officials recommended on March 3, 


Revenue Bill is expected to be reported out early in June, 
about the time this issue will appear. No matter what 
the action will be, the issues raised by the proposals are 
likely to be before the churches for a considerable time 
to come. 

The following matters bear upon these issues: The fed- 
eral government leaves the taxation of small estates to the 
states. The federal government at present levies taxes 
only after an exemption of $40,000 upon the net value 
of an estate. Hence the churches are here interested only 
in a possible tax upon a portion of a large bequest. No 
recommendations as to a ceiling have been made public, 
but it is understood that the tax adviser of the Treasurer 
favors one of 50 per cent. 

It must also be recognized that the Treasury claims 
there have been instances of gross abuse of present liber- 
ties, particularly in the creation by bequest of charitable 
trusts that have perpetuated family control of wealth. 
Students of foundations also report that considerable 
numbers of these organizations, although enjoying tax 
exemption, do not make public reports. Treasury of- 
ficials claim they cannot correct these abuses by admin- 
istrative action, and need new legislation. To this the 
non-profit group generally replies by asking whether 
specific legislation aimed at abuses cannot be recom- 
mended, rather than action which might diminish the 
income of large numbers of non-profit agencies. 

On the proposal to tax the income of a business en- 
terprise owned and operated by a non-profit organization, 
one encounters questions such as these: Is it not the fair- 
est tax policy in the long run, to tax the income of every 
business enterprise, including, say, a large apartment 
house, no matter by whom owned? If a church owns a 
business, why should it not be put on an equal basis, 
for taxation of income, with other like businesses? 

There are also apparently small numbers who do not 
view these proposals with alarm. ‘There seems to be a 
group in the social work agencies, who, although some- 
what concerned, have decided that nothing should be said 
or done because of the war emergency and the need for a 
thorough search for new revenues. 

Finally, there are some who feel that church officials 
might well take a more objective attitude than they have 
thus far taken regarding the taxation of large estates. 
The social aims of inheritance taxation have long been 
recognized. They were openly declared by a committee 
of Congress in the days of President Coolidge. These 
people say that the needs of the whole people at a par- 
ticular time may determine what is done by a government 
in the taxation of large estates. 
Washington 
May 15, 1942. 


BreNson Y. LANDIS. 
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The Church and the Newspaper 


For the first time in its 20-year history the Ameri- 
can Society of Newspaper Editors this year included 
a discussion of religious news on the program of its 
annual convention, held in New York City during the 
third week in April. 

Arrangements for the presentation were made through 
the efforts of Mr. Grove Patterson, editor of the Toledo 
Blade and member of the Commission on Public Rela- 
tions of the Federal Council of Churches. A talk given 
by Mr. John L. Fortson, director of the Commission, was 
followed by comments from the editors present which in- 
dicated they are eager for new ideas leading to better 
religious coverage. 

In his talk Mr. Fortson pointed out that tremendous 
strides have been made by the press in the treatment of 
religious news, but that much remains to be done. ‘We 
must look at church news with more imagination, the 
same imagination and ingenuity with which we look at 
other news. ‘There are few editors who see utterly no 
value in church doings . . . But still there is usually the 
feeling that religious coverage is just something that has 
to be gotten out of the way, like the market page. The 
average paper, for instance, gives full coverage to a color- 
ful Easter pageant, but not many bother to look behind 
the scene to find what is really going on. Such treatment 
would hardly suffice to cover a political ‘show’.” 

He urged editors to “have a talk with the man who 
runs your council of churches and with other religious 
leaders in your city. Most of them, I think, will be 
able to offer some good tips.” The possibility of good 
feature stories in the experiences of missionaries returned 
from the Far East was pointed out. 

In concluding, Mr. Fortson said: 

“A good part of my work at the Federal Council of 
Churches is aimed at teaching ministers and other church 
officials how to interpret better what they are doing. In 
a public relations manual for church leaders—which | 
am now preparing—one lengthy chapter attempts to give 
a picture of what goes on inside a city room so that 
clergymen will be more helpful to you and more under- 
standing of your problems. The same ground is covered 
in a short course which will soon be available for use by 
local churches.” 


Miss Caldwell Resigns 


On May 18 the staff of the Federal Council gave a 
luncheon in honor of Miss Anna E. Caldwell who resigned 
on May 31 to be married to Mr. Charles G. Watkins of 
Cleveland, Ohio. Mrs. Henry Sloane Coffin, Chairman 
of the Women’s Codperating Commission, made the ad- 
dress of the occasion. 

Miss Caldwell came to the Federal Council in 1936, 
having been with the National Board of the Y.W.C.A. 
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for some years. In her capacity as a finance secretary for 
the Y.W.C.A. she had travelled extensively in this country 
and abroad having done special work in Czechoslovakia, 
Latvia, Esthonia, the Balkans, Egypt and Palestine and 
other countries. In 1923 Miss Caldwell became special 
secretary for the World Service Council of the National 
Board, of which the late Mrs. Arthur Curtiss James was 
chairman. 

Miss Caldwell’s work with the Federal Council has 
been largely along the lines of recruiting and working 
with volunteers. She has with slow and painstaking ef- 
fort built into the Federal Council structure a group of 
outstanding Christian lay women vitally interested in the 
Council and interpreters of its work, which has become 
an integral part of the council. 

Her many friends and associates wish her great hap- 
piness in the years ahead. 


Women’s Leadership in the Council 


The occasion of Miss Anna E. Caldwell’s resignation 
as Secretary of the Women’s Codperating Commission 
brings into focus the important service the Commission 
is rendering as embodied in the following action taken 
by the Federal Council’s Executive Committee on 
May 15: 


“That the Executive Committee express warm ap- 
preciation of the highly important service which the 
Women’s Codperating Commission has rendered both 
in enlisting the leadership of women in many phases of 
the Federal Council’s work and in bringing the point 
of view of women more effectively to the various de- 
partments of the Council. 

“That the Executive Committee regretfully accept 
the resignation of Miss Anna E. Caldwell as Secretary 
of the Women’s Codperating Commission, effective 
May 31, and express deep gratitude for the service 
which she has rendered to the Federal Council through 
her leadership in the Women’s Codperating Commis- 
sion. 

“That it be the policy of the Executive Committee 
to choose a woman of special training as Associate 
General Secretary of the Federal Council, in the near 
future, for full-time service, with the understanding 
that one of her responsibilities will be to serve as Sec- 
retary of the Women’s Codperating Commission.” 


The decision of the Executive Committee to secure a 
woman as an Associate General Secretary of the Council, 
sharing in the entire administration, is the most recent 
evidence of the new place which women are taking in 
the Council’s work. Under the amendment adopted at 
the last Biennial Meeting, which increases the official 
membership of the Council ‘by one-third, with the proviso 
that the additional members must be lay men or lay 
women, more than fifty women have already been named 
by the denominational authorities to represent them of- 
ficially upon the Council. 
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The United Church Canvass 


Last December, 28 churches of Newton, Mass., joined 
in a united every-member canvass. Each church used its 
own canvassers, sought pledges for its own budget and 
explained its own particular work, but all used common 
symbols and united in publicity and preliminary workers’ 
meetings. By this unification of effort a substantial 
financial advantage was achieved by the churches, and 
the impact of religion upon the community was greatly 
enhanced. Other communities such as Medina, Ohio, 
and Council Bluffs, Iowa, have had experience over a 
number of years in similar concerted efforts. 


The success of these local experiences, together with 
the concerted and impressive impact of financial cam- 
paigns of other good causes which compete for the atten- 
tion and support of church people, led the executives of 
important denominations to the conclusion that the united 
church canvass should be used widely in local commu- 
nities. Those executives have come together on their 
own initiative in the Interdenominational Conference on 
United Church Canvass to provide assistance and cer- 
tain basic materials for local communities. Two items 
are now available from the Conference: (1) a general 
pamphlet, ‘United Church Canvass,’ explaining the 
Newton experiment in simultaneous enlistment by 
churches of different denominations; and (2) a pamphlet, 
“United We Stand,” suggesting methods for the organi- 
zation and execution of a United Church Canvass. 


The purpose of the United Church Canvass is to bring 
forcefully to the attention of the community the import- 
ance of our religious institutions; to call each individual 
to participate more actively in the work of these insti- 
tutions and to insure for the churches adequate financial 
support through regular giving. 

The National Council of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church was the first national denominational body to give 
official endorsement to the plan. The United Steward- 
ship Council approved it on April 7. 


It is proposed that in as many communities as possible 
a United Church Canvass be held in one of the following 
periods: November 15 to December 6, 1942; February 
21 to March 14, 1943. National publicity is planned to 
assist the local churches in their efforts during these two 
periods. It is recognized that in cases where a local 
church cooperating in a community-wide canvass adheres 
to a fiscal year which does not close near the time of a 
canvass, temporary adjustments will be necessary. 

Sample pamphlets have been distributed to councils 
of churches and ministerial associations throughout the 
country. Local churches which desire further informa- 
tion should write to their denominational Secretary of 
Promotion or to the Interdenominational Conference on 
United Church Canvass, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York, 
IN, WY 
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Young Laymen Form “Christian, Action” 
Group 


A group of New York’s leading young business and 
professional men, roused by desire ‘“‘to translate Chris- 
tian conviction into Christian action” in the face of war 
and present world conditions, have organized a “Lay- 
men’s Movement for a Christian World” to promote 
those ends, they announce from their headquarters at 156 
Fifth Avenue, New York City. Associated with them 
are similar groups in nearby cities, all pledged ‘‘to call 
together in their homes six to twelve friends to consider 
their responsibility as Christians toward building Chris- 
tianity into the life of the world.” They are anxious to 
get in touch with other young business men with similar 
ideals of Christian action. 

Ralph W. Gwinn, of the law firm of Gwinn & Pell, is 
chairman of the executive committee. The vice-chairman 
is C. Alexander Capron of the law firm of Mitchell, Tay- 
lor, Capron and Marsh; Wallace C. Spears, vice-presi- 
dent of James McCutcheon & Co., is treasurer; and Wey- 
man C. Huckabee, until recently a missionary of the 
Methodist Church in Japan, is executive secretary. 

“Tn view of the war, it is our deep conviction that as 
Christian men we must make a supreme effort now to- 
ward realizing a Christian peace for the whole of man- 
kind,” said Mr. Gwinn recently. “To this end we are 
determined to work. 

“We are convinced that the most active and successful 
agency in the building of a Christian world is and has 
been the Christian world mission of our churches. We 
acknowledge this, and as Christian laymen determine to 
participate more actively in this mission both in our own 
churches and in inter-church efforts which may be jointly 
undertaken.” 


“Evangelism of Children” 


The positive training of children for Christian living 
is the theme of a brochure of thirty-two pages under the 
title “Evangelism of Children,” which has just come from 
the press as the result of the collaboration of the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and the Federal 
Council of Churches. The chief responsibility for the 
document was taken by the International Council’s Com- 
mittee on Religious Education of Children. 

The treatment of the subject combines an emphasis on 
the best educational procedures based on a knowledge of 
child psychology with the evangelistic purpose of securing 
definite commitment of children to Christian living. 

The booklet is available from either the Federal Coun- 
cil, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York, or the International 
Council of Religious Education, 203 North Wabash 
Avenue, Chicago, at ten cents a copy. 
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New Publications 

1. “Rations” for Service Men. 

The war is pushing the boundaries of each local parish 
to the farthermost point to which its sons in uniform or 
war industry go. One means—one of many—by which 
the home church can extend its ministry to the lives of 
absentees in distant places is by the gift of a special type 
of devotional literature. The testimony of chaplains, 
USO workers, men in uniform and veterans of former 
wars is unanimous in indicating that the New Testament 
or the devotional booklet which comes personally in- 
scribed from the home church—through the pastor, 
church school class, the youth group, men’s groups, 
women’s societies—or from the family is worth twice that 
which is received otherwise. 

The first booklet prepared specifically for this use by 
the Christian Commission for Camp and Defense Com- 
munities is now available—‘‘Rations for One Hundred 
Days.” It is presented in the conviction learned by long 
experience and ancient teaching that man does not live 
by bread alone. The Christian Church has many sup- 
ply depots, ancient and modern, from which rations for 
the inner spirit of man are issued. These pages present 
meditations from current devotional booklets printed each 
month or quarterly by nine denominations. 

The booklet is pocket size, 274 x 4%. This size 
matches the pocket size New Testament. It carries the 
“salt taste” of the interdenominational fellowship of the 
whole Church. It is likewise sharpened to the specific 
needs of men in camp as material produced for more 
general use cannot be. Cost—10 cents each; $6.50 per 
100. 

2. Church Work in Defense Communities 

The Christian Commission for Camp and Defense 
Communities has published a pamphlet on “The Church 
at Work in Defense Industrial Communities.” This 
matches the pamphlet already produced, “The Church 
at Work in Camp Communities” which has been widely 
used. Under “Typical Program Illustrations” are in- 
cluded examples from Baltimore; Connecticut; Califor- 
nia; Wichita; Portage County, Ohio; Nebraska; New 
York; Arizona. 

Among the principles to be observed, the following are 
listed: interchurch codperation, close codperation with 
community agencies, careful study and fact finding, de- 
velopment of activities which will promote wholesome 
family life, the necessity of keeping all elements of the 
community represented on planning committees, the 
elimination of patronizing and the giving by Christian 
people of Al priority to demands on their time for vol- 
unteer service in industrial defense communities. Cost— 
10 cents each; 10 or more copies, 5 cents each; $2.50 per 
100. 

Order both of the above from 297 Fourth Avenue, 
New York. 
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Resignation of Miss Gardner 

On physicians’ orders for an indefinite period of rest 
for recovery from a spinal injury, Miss Katherine Gard- 
ner has resigned as Associate Secretary of the Depart- 
ment of Race Relations. Acting upon her resignation, 
the Federal Council’s Executive Committee voted: 

“That the Executive Committee accepts with sincere regret 
the resignation of Miss Katherine Gardner, records deep ap- 
preciation of the service which she has rendered to the 
Council for more than thirteen years, and expresses the hope 
that she may soon be restored to full health.” 

Since she came to the Federal Council from the staff 
of the Presbyterian Board of National Missions in 1928 
Miss Gardner has had special responsibility for the work 
of the Women’s Committee of the Department of Race 
Relations. Her earlier training and experience in social 
work enabled her to make a significant contribution to 
the general program of the Council even beyond the field 
of race relations. 

At a luncheon in her honor given by her colleagues on 
the staff there were many expressions of deep apprecia- 
tion for her comradeship and devotion to the work of 
the Church. 


1942 Labor Sunday Message Ready 


Printed copies of the 1942 Labor Sunday Message 
are now ready. The Message deals with the ethical 
standards of a Christian order, the place of labor in so- 
ciety, the new task of the Church in relation to the in- 
dustrial situation in which labor and capital constitute 
two approximately equal forces, and the need for broader 
economic codperation, both in the war situation and also 
in preparation for the period of reconstruction. 

The prices for the Message are: four cents for a single 
copy; $1.20 for 100 copies; $4.60 for 500 copies; $6.60 
for 1,000 copies. 

As in past years, quantity orders of the Message are 
available with the front cover-page left blank so that a 
church may print thereon its own order of service and 
announcements and distribute a copy to each member of 
the congregation. Prices of these blank cover-page copies 
are as follows: $1.00 for 100 copies; $4.00 for 500 copies; 
$5.50 for 1,000 copies. 

The Message and supplementary material useful in 
preparation for the Labor Sunday service may be ob- 
tained from the Department of Social Service, Federal 
Council of Churches, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York. 


S. Arthur Devan Honored 


At its commencement exercises on May 10th Rutgers 
University conferred upon Rev. S. Arthur Devan the hon- 
orary degree of Doctor of Divinity. Dr. Devan is the 
Director of the General Commission on Army and Navy 
Chaplains. 
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On Taxation Proposals 

In view of current proposals for taxation affecting re- 
ligious organizations, discussed by Benson Y. Landis on 
page 10, the Executive Committee of the Federal Coun- 
cil adopted the following resolution on May 15: 

Whereas, representatives of the U. S. Treasury Depart- 
ment have recommended to the Ways and Means Com- 
mittee of the House of Representatives that tax legisla- 
tion be enacted which would limit the portion of an estate 
which may be bequeathed without taxation to religious, 
educational and charitable organizations and which would 
eliminate other exemptions certain to such organizations, 
and 

Whereas, an essential element in the American tradi- 
tion of separation of Church and State has been a con- 
sistent policy of the federal and state governments to 
grant tax exemptions to church organizations in order 
to encourage their adequate voluntary and private finan- 
cial support without direct public subsidy; 

Resolved: 1. That the Executive Committee of the 
Federal Council of Churches, while recognizing that it 
may be necessary to eliminate possible abuses whereby 
some groups may evade legitimate taxation, expresses 
grave concern lest the adoption of extreme measures may 
jeopardize the individual financial support necessary to 
maintain effective religious institutions, which have con- 
stituted the foundations of sound national life ever since 
this country was established. 

2. That the Committee instruct the officers of the 
Council to express the above concern to members of Con- 
gress and to the appropriate officials of the Federal Gov- 
ernment and to confer with them immediately, and as 
legislation may be formulated, in order to represent the 
appropriate interests of the churches and to report de- 
velopments to church bodies. 


Religion and Health at Clifton Springs 

On June 1 John A. MacSporran began his duties as 
Chaplain of the Clifton Springs Sanitarium and Clinic, 
Clifton Springs, N. Y. For the past two years Dr. 
MacSporran has served as Extension Secretary of the 
Commission on Religion and Health, having accomplished 
much in aiding local communities to have more and bet- 
ter cooperation between ministers and physicians. A re- 
cent article of his entitled ““A Medico-Clerical Alliance” 
has been reprinted from The Christian Century and is 
available for five cents from the Commission on Religion 
and Health, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York. 

The Clifton Springs Sanitarium, to which he goes, is 
one of the most unusual institutions in America, both in 
its history and in its current facilities for service. Back 
in the eighties, after it had become highly successful, the 
religious convictions of its medical founder led him to 
turn it into a non-profit corporation, to set standards of 
medical efficiency which have always moved ahead of 
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the times, and to make it mandatory to have a full-time, 
trained chaplain. 

Today the institution renders medical service of a high 
caliber. Because of its delightful setting, many find it 
of value for convalescence, for care of chronic illnesses, 
and for care of minor emotional and nervous upsets, 
especially of the kind which are emerging in war-time, as 
well as in treatment of acute illnesses. 

Its distinctive significance from the point of view of 
religion and health is the way in which the religious pro- 
gram is made integral in the life of the hospital, in com- 
plete collaboration with the medical service. Religious 
ministry, while not obtruded upon anyone, is constantly 
made available to every patient in the way in which he 
finds most need of it. 

The Medical Director at Clifton Springs, Adrian S. 
Taylor, M.D., in announcing Dr. MacSporran’s accept- 
ance, said, “We are delighted to find a man of such ex- 
perience to carry forward the ministry of religion at Clif- 
ton Springs, and we expect he will be a vital aid to the 
doctors.” The Chairman of the Board is Bishop Charles 
Wesley Flint, and the Chairman of the Special Commit- 
tee which recommended Dr. MacSporran’s appointment 
is Dr. Ralph E. Diffendorfer. 


Prizes for New Hymns 


The Hymn Society of America announces the offering 
of a total of $150 in prizes for the best new hymn texts. 
Fifty dollars is offered for the best text in each of the 
following groups: a hymn of Christian faith in a time 
of stress; a hymn reaffirming the world-wide mission of 
Christianity; a hymn of personal Christian dedication. 
The winning hymns will become the property of the 
Hymn Society of America, to be copyrighted, and made 
available to the press, hymn book editors and publishers, 
etc. 

All manuscripts must be in the hands of the Hymn 
Society of America by October 1, 1942. For information 
about the rules of the contest, write to Hymn Contest 
Committee, Hymn Society of America, 297 Fourth Ave., 
New York. 


Religion and Health in the Community 


A pamphlet of this title, intended for the guidance of 
local councils of churches and ministers’ associations, is 
being published this month by the Commission on Re- 
ligion and Health. The first guidebook to program ever 
issued in this field, it is based on experiences which more 
than thirty communities have had during the past four 
years. It will be available for twenty-five cents, and ad- 
vance orders are now being received by the Commission 
at 297 Fourth Avenue, New York, for delivery in late 
June. 
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«News af Stale and Local Cocneration . 


Wichita Calls New 
Staff Executives 


Rev. Philip H. Phenix has accepted the 
call of the Wichita Council of Churches to 
become its Director of Work in Defense 
Housing Areas on June 1. Mr. Phenix is a 
graduate of Princeton University, 1934, and 
of Union Theological Seminary, 1942. For- 
merly he served as Director of Religious 
Education of the First Methodist Church in 
Montclair, N.J., and as Interim Pastor of 
the Lafayette Avenue Friends Church. 

Miss Elsie L. Miller has closed her service 
of ten and one-half years as Director of 
Religious Education of the Wichita Council 
to accept a position on the staff of Chil- 
dren’s Workers of the Education Depart- 
ment of the Methodist denomination, with 
headquarters in Nashville, Tenn. She took 
up her new duties on May 20. Mrs. Merrit 
R. Lee has been appointed as her successor 
in Wichita. Mrs. Lee has been a leader in 
Wichita and State Religious Education 
circles. 


Christian Ministry in 
“Hilltop Manor” 


Hilltop Manor now includes 600 demount- 
able houses built by the Government for 
Wichita defense workers. Recently it was 
announced that 2500 additional houses were 
to be built at once just south of Hilltop 
Manor, and upon their completion 2700 
more to the southeast of this area. 

The providing of worship, church school, 
preaching and pastoral ministries to this 
vast area of need has been undertaken by 
the Wichita Council of Churches. This has 
been made possible by the denominational 
mission boards’ underwriting the salary of 
the chaplain, Rev. Paul H. Phenix, beginning 
as of June 1. He will have the assistance 
of a full-time woman visitor and the backing 
of the staff and program of the Wichita 
Council of Churches and the Christian 
Commission for Camp and Defense Com- 
munities. 


“Follow the Gleam 
Friendship Medal” 


The Illinois Church Council has designed 
and issued a medal called a “Follow the 
Gleam Friendship Medal.” It was created 
out of a desire “to maintain unbroken the 
fellowship between those away from home 


anywhere in the world and those at home.” 

The medal is made of bronze and may 
be slipped into the pocket or hung around 
the neck. The symbolism is a circle over 
the ancient Celtic cross, connoting eternity 
and Christian unity. Under the cross the 
words “follow the gleam” are inscribed. 
This suggests superlative and victorious 
living. 

It is hoped that individuals and churches 
will give this symbol to every person who 
is leaving home, reminding them that they 
are called to a “chivalrous life, to the 
romance of spiritual adventure on behalf 
of the oppressed, to a higher morality with- 
out which society, economics, and culture 
will surely collapse.” 


Baltimore Churches 
Provide Soldiers With 
Week-end Hospitality 


The Baltimore unit of the Citizens’ Com- 
mittee for the Army and Navy, Incor- 
porated, recently gave $1,000 to the Council 
of Churches and Christian Education of 
Maryland-Delaware, to be spent through 
the Department of Christian Ministry to 
Service Men for soldiers’ sleeping accom- 
modations on week-ends, in the parish 
houses of the Protestant Churches. The 
four churches now doing this are as follows: 

(1) Mt. Vernon Place Methodist Church 

(2) First Presbyterian Church 

(3) St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

(4) Patterson Memorial Methodist 

Church 

To these four churches there is soon to 
be added a fifth. The Brown Memorial 
Presbyterian Church and the Memorial 
Episcopal Church are codperating in the 
use of the Associate Congregational Church. 

Here is an outstanding example of econ- 
omy in philanthropy through the use of the 
churches for a community service at very 
small cost. Army officials have commended 
this extension of hospitality by the churches 
because of its very great contribution to a 
high level of moral conduct on the part 
of the men when they are in the city on 
week-end leave. 

The Council is now engaged in a special 
War Emergencies Fund Campaign which 
will enable this service to be continued. In 
six months of actual operation the Council’s 
Department of Christian Ministry to Service 
Men has touched 18,000 men through this 
and many other services. 
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Binghamton Council Holds 
First Annual Meeting 


The United Churches of Broome County,, 
Binghamton, N.Y., have completed their: 
first year of cooperative service. Under the. 
leadership of their executive secretary, Rev. 
Frederic L. Fay, they have carried forward: 
their program under the following com- 
missions: Christian Education, Spiritual 
Advance, Youth, Church Comity, Civic and, 
Social Welfare, and Town and Country 
Work. The Council includes the official 
cooperation of 26 churches, including 11 
Methodist, 8 Presbyterian, 3 Congrega- 
tional, 2 Baptist, 1 Episcopal, and 1 Volun~ 
teers of America. 

The Endicott Council of Church Women,, 
comprising 15 churches, and the Bingham- 
ton Council of Church Women, comprising: 
30 churches, although not organically a 
part of the United Churches of Broome- 
County, codperate fully in the larger work: 
of the Council. Their program during the: 
first year included among the women’s, 
council activities the Mission Study Insti-- 
tute, the observance of the World Day of: 
Prayer, May Day Luncheons, Reception for- 
Ministers’ Wives, and an Inter-racial Con-- 
ference. 

The Council sponsored 7 Leadership, 
Training Schools, Weekday Religious Edu-. 
cation enrolling 600 pupils, a State Area. 
Convention, the support of the Negro 
Church, and a Conference on Religion’s. 
Contribution to a Just and Durable Peace:. 
New activities immediately ahead include: 
plans for the extension of Weekday Reli-- 
gious Education to the Senior High Schools 
and the conducting. of a Four-day Preaching, 
Mission. 


Cleveland Completes 
Structural Reorganizatiom 


Perhaps the most basic change made i 
five years in the Cleveland Church Federa- 
tion has been its structural reorganization. 
It has operated, for 25 years on an informal 
basis, assuming: that it represented the large 
majority of Protestant churches and denom- 
inations. In the judgment of a commission 
which studied the local situation and made: 
a survey of other city church councils, the: 
time had come to ask codperating congre- 
gations and Christian Associations to pledge: 
formal participation and support through a, 
carefully defined plan of membership. This- 
plan was put into operation with the adop-. 
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tion of the present constitution and by-laws 
in 1940, This has given the Federation to 
date a substantial and active membership 
of 107 churches plus financial support from 
82 others which have not fulfilled all the 
conditions of formal membership. At the 
same time it has placed a larger measure of 
control democratically in the hands of duly 
appointed delegates. 

For the first time in its history the Fed- 
eration has accepted within the past year 
responsibility for institutional work. <A 
Christian Center for the Chinese of Greater 
Cleveland, numbering about 500, was estab- 
lished in Euclid Avenue Baptist Church 
through efforts of a committee representing 
downtown churches and denominational 


associations. While it must be financed 
apart from the Federation budget for the 
present, this Center promises to become a 
practical outlet at home for missionary mo- 
tives which have sent Christian teachings 
around the world. 

Another feature of the reorganization 
was incorporation of the Federation. This 
permits the board of trustees to receive 
property and funds for use or investment. 
As time passes a back-log of permanent 
funds should be created through bequests 
and special gifts. Such funds will con- 
tribute to orderly interdenominational 
planning and to the development of united 
Protestant Christian ministry in forms not 
now possible. 
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Ohio Formulates 
Comity Principles 

The Comity Conference of Protestant 
denominational executives meeting in 
Columbus April 20 and 21, 1942, declared 
in favor of organizing a city council of 
churches wherever possible to bring about 
the application of the agreed principles in 
church extension work. The principles con- 
sidered basic in comity relationships follow: 

“1. The task of winning any city, or any 
considerable portion of it, to Christ is too 
great for any one of the existing com- 
munions but must be assumed as the com- 
mon responsibility of all. 

“2. With such large areas of responsi- 
bility and opportunity in some cities and 
throughout the world in general untouched, 
it is to be regarded as unwise to permit 
undue overlapping and long neglect. Either 
of these conditions is alike harmful—the 
one, in the inexcusable waste of time, 
energy, and money; the other, in the cul- 
pable neglect of needy sections and needy 
groups. 

“3, As a rule denominational enterprises 
are to be preferred over union or federated 
churches.” 

Purposes of the application of comity 
principles were listed as follows: 

“1. Providing an adequate religious min- 
istry for every section of the city. No 
group—social, racial, age, sex, or other— 
and no family and no individual should be 
without effective care. 

“2. Preventing both overlapping and 
overlooking of opportunities and responsi- 
bilities. Each neighborhood should be ade- 
quately churched but not over-churched. 

“3, Demonstrating to the city and to the 
outside the essential oneness in purpose and 
spirit of the churches of Christ. 

“4. To classify neighborhoods econom- 
ically, racially, socially, educationally, etc., 
and to make this information available to 
the several denominations.” 
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¥ » Among the New Becks - 


Walter Rauschenbusch 


By Dorres RoprnsoNn SHARPE 


Macmillan Co. $2.50 


This is much more than a biography. It 
is also a distinctive contribution to our 
understanding of social Christianity in 
America. 

Walter Rauschenbusch stands out as a 
man of warm humaneness, caring deeply for 
the common people, flaming with indigna- 
tion against injustice, passionately devoted 
to human brotherhood, animated by the 
conviction that Christ had revealed the 
true meaning of existence, and that love 
could become the organizing principle of 
the whole life of mankind. He began his 
life-work as a pastor in “Hell’s Kitchen” 
in New York, among tenement dwellers of 
the lower class—an experience which left a 
deep mark upon him. He found that his 
earlier religious ideas were not adequate to 
the human tragedy which he faced, and 
out of his struggle came his central em- 
phasis on the meaning of the Kingdom of 
God for society. 

Although some of the later exponents of 
the “social Gospel” reduced it to social 
ethics, the biographer insists that Rauschen- 
busch always remained an _ evangelical 


Christian and thought of himself only as 
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re-emphasizing the most neglected aspect of 
the original Christian message. He re- 
garded his work as “a form of evangelism, 
which called for a deeper repentance and a 
new experience of God’s salvation.” 

Professor Rauschenbusch also appears as 
something of a mystic as well as prophet. 
His “Prayers for the Social Awakening” 
and his little poems like “The Gate to God” 
both disclose how completely religious 
devotion and social passion were united in 
him. The narrative of his last years, be- 
tween 1914 and 1918, when he was obsessed 
by the pain of the World War, is moving. 

This is a superb biography. It enables 
the reader to see both the man himself and 
the idea's that mastered him, and through 
him to appreciate the relation of Chris- 
tianity and American society. 


Prayer 


By Gerorce A. ButrTRicK 


Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. $2.75 


The author is held in such esteem 
throughout all the churches as a result of 
his work in the National Preaching Mission 
and his leadership as President of the 
Federal Council that readers of the 
BuLwetin do not need to be told that any 
major book from his pen is something that 
must not be missed. The present volume 
reaches the high level of spiritual insight 
set by his “Parables of Jesus” and “Jesus 
Came Preaching’—and anyone who has 
read these earlier books knows that this 
is superlative praise. 

The chief distinction of the book is its 
forthright challenge to the “false totali- 
tarianism” which the scientific theory of 
the world has established over the minds 
of men. Dr. Buttrick’s quarrel is not with 
science, but with a philosophy that refuses 
to take anything into account except what 
is learned by the scientific method. He 
sees the “fixities of nature’ not as mechan- 
ical limitations but as “fidelities” of a 
Creative Spirit transcending nature. Any 
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adequate conception of the universe, he 
insists, must make room both for its “faith- 
fulness” to God and for its “flexibility” at 
the hands of God and man in their “cre- 
ative comradeship.” 

To many readers the section on a “way 
of prayer” will be quite as rewarding as 
the interpretation of the validity of prayer. 
There is a wealth of practical suggestion as 
to how prayer, both private and corporate, 
can be made dynamic and fruitful rather 
than conventional. 

The style is as delightful as the sub- 
stance is weighty. 5.) DEEC- 


I Was in Hell With Niemoeller 


By Leo Stein 


Fleming H. Revell. $2.50 


The sequel to Martin Niemoeller’s ser- 
mons has become an historic event. Dr. Leo 
Stein, a teacher of law in Berlin, now in 
the United States, was his fellow-sufferer 
in prison and teils the inside story. 

Dr. Stein was himself arrested while he 
was in the midst of a class lecture. Being 
a Jew, he was not entitled to any courtesy 
and received none. His description of the 
treatment he received while under trial 
baffles imagination by its inhuman meas- 
ures. As for the procedure of judges and 
so-called justice, the terms can only be 
used in irony. 

The volume is, in the main, the record of 
the fascinating and illuminating exchanges 
on lofty themes between the Evangelical 
pastor and the Jewish professor of law. 
We have Niemoeller’s views on the Catholic 
Church, on the excesses of Nazi administra- 
tion, his estimate of Hitler, Goering, Hess, 
and other Nazi leaders. 

In the many talks between the two 
prisoners is revealed the spiritual power 
which has sustained Niemoeller. It is very 
simple—mainly that of prayer. ; 

This is an epic narrative, beside which 
other contemporary volumes fade almost 
to insignificance as a revelation of the 
political, social, international, and religious 
significance of Adolf Hitler and National 
Socialism. It is a “human interest” story 
throughout, with constant shades of light 
and darkness. It is a narrative, above all, 
of the power of the spiritual resources of 
the Christian faith. And, historically 
speaking, “the end is not yet.” 
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Letters to a Soldier 


By Grorce WHITING SEATON 
E. P. Dutton & Co. $1.00 


These fourteen letters are written by a 
soldier of World War I to an adopted “son” 


The Holy Bible! It’s always meant 
a lot to us—helped us stand up against 
life’s hardest knocks. We wanted to 
have a real share in giving it to other 
folks. 

Then about the 
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someone told us 
and we discovered how we could do 
something fine for the Old Book and at 


the same time protect our income for 
the future. 
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backed up by the Society’s nearly 100 
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Why not send the coupon today and 
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distribution of the Word throughout the 
world. 
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